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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Fr iends,

The year 2020: what a t ime we al l  endured.  I t  was f i l led with so many emotions,  ranging from fear to hope and
sorrow to reconnect ion.  I t  a lso gave many of us a renewed sense of what we tru ly  value.  There were many areas of
our personal  and profess ional  l ives that may have suffered dur ing the pandemic,  but you,  our  amazing donors ,  d idn’t
waver in your support  of  the Foundation and the Fond du Lac community .

Many nonprof i ts  in  our  community  st ruggled to get through the year.  The Foundation did our best  to not only
cont inue our support  to them, but also expand. In  2020, we cont inued our two annual  grant cycles and impact grant
cycle,  and we also added a th i rd grant cycle dur ing COVID to help our local  nonprof i ts  that would benef i t  f rom
emergency funding.  

Act ivat ing the Disaster  Rel ief  Fund al lowed us to appeal  to our  t rusted community  members and long-t ime donors in
a special  way dur ing a part icular ly  unique t ime. So many of you gracious ly  responded to the cal l  to act ion r ight
away and we were able to provide funding to many local  organizat ions.
 
In  2020, the Fond du Lac Area Foundation provided over $1.9 mil l ion in grants ,  which was a record high.

2020 was also a record year in contr ibut ions to the Fond du Lac Area Foundation and our regional  aff i l iate,  the
Beaver Dam Area Community  Foundation.  Generous donors provided over $7.3 mil l ion in gifts  and created 38
new charitable funds .  

Through these gifts  and our investment st rategy,  we raised our total  assets from $48 mil l ion to over $61  mil l ion.

This  is  very excit ing for  us ,  but what is  most is  most excit ing is  that the more assets we have,  the more money we
are able to grant out to support  our  Fond du Lac community .  We are cont inual ly  thankful  for  our  remarkable donors
and stakeholders.

On behalf  of  our  staff  and board of di rectors ,  thank you for  everything you do.  

Joseph J .  Braun
Execut ive Director



FOUNDATION HAPPENINGS

From North Main to South Main

In  February 2021 ,  we announced an
off ice re locat ion to accommodate our
steady and pers istent growth over the
last  46 years.

This  is  the Foundation’s  th i rd move s ince
its  establ ishment in 1975.  Beginning at
the home of founder Car l  Tonjes ,  the
locat ion shifted once in 1989 and again
in 2002 to the most recent address of
384 N.  Main Street.

The move took the Foundation from
North Main Street to South Main Street ,
to the address of  1020 S.  Main Street .

The new locat ion holds f ive business
suites on two levels ,  and the Foundation
is  s i tuated in the lower level  in  Suite E .

News from our Regional  Aff i l iate

The Beaver Dam Area Community
Foundation became a regional  aff i l iate
in September 2019.  Since then,  thei r
growth has been except ional .  

In  2020, Beaver Dam added 25 new
funds  and $713,395 in contributions .
Their  spr ing and fal l  grant cycles
col lect ively  disbursed 32 grants  total ing
$34,500  f rom the Community  Fund.

39
Funds

$50,500
Total  Grants
Distr ibuted

$1,148,841
Total  Assets

47
Total  Grants

Awarded Chairman – Thomas J .  Gross
Vice Chairman –  David J .  Hornung
Treasurer  –  Aaron A.  Sadoff
Secretary –  Loree Shady

Leaders  in  strategic  grantmaking
and phi lanthropic  services

In  August  2020, we announced the
appointment of  two new members to our
board of di rectors -  Sara B.  Andrew ,
attorney at Andrew Law Off ices,  S.C. ,
and Steven G. Mil l in ,  f inancial  advisor
at Edward Jones.

Andrew and Mi l l in  f i l led seats vacated
by Carol  Hy land and Paul  Rosenfeldt ,
who completed 9-year terms.  Both
Hyland and Rosenfeldt  jo ined the board
of di rectors in  Ju ly  2011 .  

New execut ive off icers :
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In August 2020, a grant was awarded to Marian
University from the Helen B. Perry Fund to support

library needs such as books, software, and equipment.

A grant was awarded in July 2020 to support the Stand Up
Conference. The event focused on teaching area youth the
core principles of helping each other and best practices for
standing up.

The Children's Museum of Fond du Lac received a grant
in the summer of 2020 to support  the development and

phase one installation of a new community art project.

In December 2020, Bailey’s Gift Fund provided a
grant to the Fond du Lac County Sheriff's Office in
the memories of certified therapy dog Bailey and
Deputy Mike Wondra.



The James and
Jacqueline Marcoe
Memorial Fund

In September 2020, we announced the establishment of the $3.8 million Marcoe
Fund. 

This monumental planned gift was the largest single donation in the Foundation's
46-year history.

The Marcoe Fund was established as the result of a legacy gift made after the
passings of Jim and Jackie, per the wishes of their will. 

Jim was born and raised in Fond du Lac and graduated from St. Mary's Springs
Academy. Jackie was born and raised in Paris, France. They met in France while Jim
was serving in the Air Force and were later married in Fond du Lac. They lived most
of their married lives in Southern California and loved to trout fish, camp, and
travel. Jim and Jackie owned several successful small businesses and Jim also
enjoyed mentoring business owners, photography, and researching genealogy. 

Jim always felt his roots were in Fond du Lac. This planned gift was made in
appreciation for all he received during his school years at St. Mary's Springs
Academy. Jim and Jackie never had children, but their wish was to benefit
deserving students of Fond du Lac with scholarships and tuition assistance for many
years.

The Marcoe Fund will be administered by the Fond du Lac Area Foundation. An
annual grant from the fund will benefit eligible students enrolled at St. Mary’s
Springs Academy.

An Everlasting Committment to Education in Fond du Lac



The Dan Gi lgenbach Mus ic  Scho larsh ip  was  es tab l i shed in  June 2019  by  h i s
fami l y  and h i s  w i fe ,  Ju l ie .  Dan ' s  jou rney  in  l i fe  gave h im the  oppor tun i t y  to
touch many  l i ves  and many  generat ions  w i th  h i s  g i f t  and love  of  mus ic .  F rom
performing in  a rea bands  to  teach ing pr i vate  lessons  and suppor t ing  loca l
schoo ls  and mus ic  events ,  Dan wanted to  be a  par t  of  i t  a l l .

Dan was  espec ia l l y  p roud when he  became the  owner  of  Mike ' s  Mus ic  in
downtown Fond du  Lac  and was  ab le  to  he lp  anyone make the i r  mus ic
dreams come t rue .  He was  a lways  th r i l led  to  he lp  a  young person  s tar t  out
on  the i r  f i r s t  ins t rument ,  and he  loved the i r  smi les  as  they  p layed those  f i r s t
notes .  Dan passed away much too soon on  Apr i l  18 th ,  2019  af te r  a  bat t le
wi th  cancer .  

As  he  ref lected on  h i s  l i fe ,  he  wanted to  cont inue to  he lp  mus ic  grow,  to  do
someth ing to  he lp  others  and make a  d i f fe rence.  He spoke very  s t rong ly  of
h i s  des i re  to  leave  a  scho larsh ip  in  h i s  name.  Dan hoped the  rec ip ient  wou ld
retu rn  to  the  Fond du  Lac  area and be a  par t  of  the  mus ic  scene here .  

Th rough the  generos i t y  of  Dan ' s  fami l y ,  f r iends ,  and the  communi ty ,  that
dream of  a  scho larsh ip  has  become a  rea l i t y .  We are  proud to  be ab le  to
of fer  th i s  scho larsh ip  in  honor  of  the  l i fe  Dan l i ved we l l  and shared wi th  a l l
o f  us .

A  $ 1 ,000 scho larsh ip  i s  awarded annua l l y  to  a  graduat ing  sen io r  who i s
at tend ing a  Fond du  Lac  County  schoo l  and wi l l  be  pursu ing  an
undergraduate  degree wi th  a  major  in  mus ic ,  mus ic  therapy ,  mus ic
per formance ,  o r  mus ic  educat ion .

Hitting the Perfect Note with Continued Education

 Dan Gilgenbach in front of Mike's Music, Main Street, Fond du Lac

The Dan Gilgenbach
Music Scholarship



Legacy Giving Plants Hope for the Future

Whether you are thinking about a planned gift that comes to fruition after your lifetime or want to

build a succession plan into your current fund, we are here to help. As a trusted partner in giving,

we can work closely to ensure your charitable wishes are honored in perpetuity while also

maximizing tax benefits.

 

There are many creative and flexible giving options to achieve your charitable vision:

Charitable Bequest: Make a charitable gift from your estate, as noted in your will

Charitable Gift Annuity: Receive a steady stream of income in exchange for your charitable gift,

and qualify for several tax advantages

Life Insurance: Name the Foundation as the primary, secondary or contingent beneficiary of a life

insurance policy

Charitable Remainder Trust: Receive lifetime income for yourself and a loved one, and ensure

future support for your favorite nonprofit

Charitable Lead Trust: Generate current support for your favorite charity and preserve future gifts

to family, while minimizing gift and estate taxes

A legacy gi f t  i s  a  gi f t  that  l ives  on forever .  Members  of  our  Legacy Society  have chosen
to make a commitment  to  our  community’s  future wi th  a  planned gi f t  f rom their  es tate .
Planning to  leave a legacy through the Fond du Lac Area Foundat ion for  the  causes
and organizat ions  you care about  can be a  ful f i l l ing experience.  You can help ensure
they receive  a  s teady s tream of  support  for  decades and generat ions  to  come.  

"We've seen f irs thand the l i fe-changing
good done by this  Foundation.  I t  gets
done because so many who have the
capabil i ty  also have the foresight  and
spiri t  to  think beyond their  own needs.
That 's  a  core value we want  to  engrain
and reinforce in our family ,  hopeful ly
for  generat ions to come.  That  is  why
we've chosen to work with the Fond du
Lac Area Foundation to leave a legacy
gif t  through our estate  that  wil l  cont inue
to make our community  bet ter  long af ter
we are gone."  -Tom & Sally  Herre



You can support  the
causes you care about
in a var iety  of  ways,
whether that be a
contr ibut ion to an
exist ing Fond du Lac
Area Foundat ion fund or
by creat ing your  own. 

For  46 years ,  the Fond
du Lac Area Foundat ion
has partnered with
donors to create
personal ized
phi lanthropic plans.
Each plan is  tai lored to
our fund holders ’  unique
interests  and
preferences.  We work
with you to meet your
char i table goals ,  f i rst  by
identifying the most
suitable fund type .  

A Tailored
Philanthropic
Plan

FIELD OF INTEREST
These funds allow a donor  
to support a broad area of
need with the Foundation

playing an active role in the
selection specific grant

recipients.

DONOR ADVISED
Donors suggest charitable

organizations to receive
grants. The Foundation

serves as a personal
philanthropic advisor.

DESIGNATED
This type of fund is

established to support
specific charitable

organizations identified by
the donor. 

SCHOLARSHIP
Scholarship funds can be
designated for any level of

education, school, or field of
study.  The Foundation

manages the application
and selection process.

 

ACORN
Donors can create an

acorn fund by planting a
seed of at least $1,000 and

growing the fund over
time.

 



Michael & Mary Strigenz Family Fund

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery Fund

The Marcoe Fund

Melissa & Mike Hierl Family Fund

Adashun Jones/Signature Homes Legacy Fund

Phillip Thiessen Memorial Scholarship Fund

Kenneth Immel Memorial Fund

St. Peter Athletic Club Development Fund

Kevin and Debbie Freund Family Fund

Amy's Amyzing Smiles Fund

NAMI Fund

Michael & Faith Ninnemann Krueger Fund

Heritage Club Fund

VAR IETY  OF

TREATMENTS

Presentations are 

communication tools.

Funds Established
in 2020

Work with our talented team to

determine the best fund type.

Decide what assets you want to use

to establish the fund, then make a

contribution.

Choose a fund name and purpose.   

Funds can remain anonymous.

Sign a fund contract.

Start making an impact.

Open a Fund in 5 Easy Steps

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Statement of Revenue and Expenses

29%

Donor Advised $555,066

22%

29%

13%

7%

new funds

504
gran t s

d i sbursed
scho larsh ips

awarded

17213 30
legacy society

members*
*living individuals only

Auditors: Huberty CPAs & Trusted Advisors

Trustees: U.S. Bank and National Exchange Bank & Trust

This is a summarized financial statement. The complete audited financial statements and IRS form

990/990T are available upon request. A reproduction fee may be assessed.

2020 By the Numbers 2020 Grants by Fund Type

Unrestricted $416,585

Designated $557,561

Scholarship $261,375

Field of Interest $127,660
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Our Doors Are Always Open

JOE BRAUN  Executive Director
joe@fdlareafoundation.com

ERIN MUELLER  Business Manager
erink@fdlareafoundation.com

KAYLA SCHUMACHER  Donor Relations Manager
kayla@fdlareafoundation.com

MOLLY JASTER  Marketing & Communications Manager
molly@fdlareafoundation.com

JENNY ZACHERL  Donor Relations & Grants Associate
jenny@fdlareafoundation.com

JACKIE DRAKE  Scholarships & Program Associate
jackie@fdlareafoundation.com

MEET OUR TEAM (LEFT TO RIGHT):



Fond du Lac Area Foundation

1020 S. Main Street, Suite E

Fond du Lac, WI 54935

Board of  Directors
Thomas J. Gross, Chairman

David J. Hornung, Vice Chairman

Aaron Sadoff, Treasurer

Loree L. Shady, Secretary

Tripp Ahern

Sara B. Andrew

Dawn M. Colwin

Steven J. Dilling

Therese Massey

Steven G. Millin

Karen A. Wuest

www.fdlareafoundation.com


